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PLANNING COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENTCOMMITTEE

April27 2009
MINUTES

I CALLTOORDER
ViceChairNancyBackuscalledthemeetingtoorderat502pm intheCouncil
ChamberslocatedonthefirstfloorofAuburnCityHall 25WestMainStreet Auburn
WA Committeememberspresentwere ViceChairNancyBackus MemberRich
Wagner andDeputyMayorSueSinger ChairLynnNormanwasexcused

Staffmemberspresentincluded DirectorCindyBaker AssistantDirectorKevinSnyder
PrincipalPlannerJeffDixon SeniorPlannerChrisAndersen SeniorPlannerStacey
Borland EnvironmentalProtectionManagerKellyMcLain EnvironmentalPlanner
JenniferShih PlannerStuartWagner AssistantCityEngineerIngridGaub
TransportationPlannerChrisHankins Arts RecreationDirectorDarylFaber Parks
Planning DevelopmentManagerBobWuotila CityAttorneyDanHeid AssistantCity
AttorneySteveGross andPlanningSecretaryRenéeTobias

Audiencememberspresent WayneOsborne GilCerise ChenHsinYi ThaoNguyen
MeghanDeaton KenDeaton GarrettHuffman LenElliott GiEungYou

II CONSENTAGENDA
DeputyMayorSingermovedandMemberWagnersecondedtoapprovethe
ConsentAgenda

MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY30

III ACTION

A ResolutionNo 4477 ICLEIMembership
Afterabriefdiscussiononthisresolution theCommitteeaskedstafftoresearchand
reportbackonwhyothervalleycitieshavenotcurrentlyjoinedICLEI

MemberWagnermovedandDeputyMayorSingersecondedtoapprovemoving
ResolutionNo 4477forwardtoCouncilforapproval

MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY30

B ResolutionNo 4475 TobaccoFreeParks
Parks Arts andRecreationDirectorDarylFaberreportedthatthe ForOurKids
TobaccoFreeParks educationprogramintheCitysparksystemwillbekickedoff
atKidsDayonJune19 2009 Anewgrantfor 2400wasreceivedtocreatepark
signagewhichrequeststhatsignedparkareasremaintobaccofree Mr Faber
sharedacopyoftheeducationsignwiththeCommittee
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ItwasnotedthattheResolutionsupportsagrantfundededucationalcampaignand
doesnotcreatearegulationenforceablebypolice Resultsfromarecentcitizen
surveyindicatedthatmostcitizenswantedtheparkstobaccofreethroughlegislation

MemberWagnermovedandDeputyMayorSingersecondedtoapprovemoving
ResolutionNo 4475forwardtoCouncilforapproval

MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY30

IV DISCUSSION

A UrbanTreeBoard
ChairpersonLenElliottandParksPlanning DevelopmentManagerBobWuotila
sharedtheBoards2008accomplishments Mr Wuotilastatedthatinordertoobtain
aTreeCityCertification theCitywasrequiredtocreateaTreeBoard currentlythere
aresevenmembers Everyyear theTreeBoardnominatesaSignificantTreeinthe
CityforacceptanceandproclamationbytheMayorandCouncil The2008treewas
a90yearoldWhiteOaklocatedattheAuburnAdventistAcademyproperty

ndTheCitylaunchedatreeplantingprojectfortheKStreetSEand2 StreetNE
neighborhoods LettersweresentoutsolicitinginterestinapplyingforNeighborhood
Grantsforthepurchase installationandmaintenanceofthetrees Therewas
insufficientresponsetothelettersandTreeBoardMembershavevolunteeredto
knockondoorsinthisarea

MayorLewissuggestedthatstafflookatdefiningneighborhoodsbystreettrees A
coordinatedeffortbetweentheTreeBoard PlanningandPublicWorksdepartments
wouldberequired Achallengewillbetofindtreesthatwillnotdestroyroadsand
sidewalks aswellaslocatingsufficientplantingstripsforthetreesandalsotoavoid
powerlines

TheUrbanTreeBoardisplanninganotheryearofpromotingawarenessforUrban
Forestryissues Committeeaskedaboutcostofpermitstoremovetreesandor
blockingrightofwaytodosuchaproject Staffwillresearchcostsandpermitsand
updatetheCommitteeatalatermeeting

AcitizenreportedtoDeputyMayorSingerthattheyhadthreeyoungRedwoodtrees
thattheywantedtodonatetotheCityandwouldtheCitywantthese Parks Arts
RecreationDirectorstatedthatcitizensshouldcontactParksandstaffwillreviewifit
isviabletoremoveandreplantthetree Anycitizenconcernsabouttreesor
sidewalksshouldbereportedandCitystaffwillinvestigate

CouncilwillforwardinappropriatetreepruningtoMayorLewis whowillthenwork
withtheTreeBoardandParkstocreateaproactiveeducationalinformationon
properpruning SuggestionwasmadetoplacethisinformationontheInternet

B HealthcareDistrictOverlay
SeniorPlannerStaceyBorlandreportedthatfrom191surveysdistributedtothe
propertyownersintheproposedoverlayDistrict 16werereturnedandthattheApril
1 2009NeighborhoodMeetingwaswellattended Atthismeeting severalproperty
ownerswestofAStreetNWrequestedtohavetheirlotsremovedfromtheproposed
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overlay CommitteeaskedstafftoscheduleameetingwithTheMedicalBoardofthe
AuburnRegionalMedicalCentertoreceivemoreinputontheproposedoverlay

Ms BorlandnotedthatduringtheApril1 2009meetingpresentation the
neighborhoodwasaskedtoprovideinputonadditionalnotablehomesintheareas
Nofeedbackofthisnaturewasreceivedatthemeetingorthroughthesurvey
Further theBallardHousehasnotbeenidentifiedasanofficialhistoriclandmarkby
KingCountyHistoricInventory However theCitycouldsetitas notable home

ThesurveyresultsonpermittedusesintheProposedOverlaywerereviewed Fifty
threepercentindicatedtheywouldsupportmorehealthcarebusinesseslocatingin
thearea 44 indicatedtheywouldprefertoseemoreprofessionalandmedical
offices and50 arecomfortablewiththeideaoftallermedicalbuildingsinthearea

CommitteediscussedhavingathreedimensionalmodelcreatedofwhattheOverlay
areawouldlooklikewithtallerbuildings Staffreportedthatthecostforagraphic
threedimensionalwouldcostbetween 5000 6000 Mayoraskedthatpreparinga
threedimensionaldesignbeaddedtothelistofitemsonUS MayorsInstituteof
DesignAwardCharrettewithandfortheCity Committeesuggestedinvitingthe
healthcaredistrictneighborhoodbacktoreviewthemodelonceitiscreated

Inresponsetostaffsquestions Committeediscussedallowingnonhealthcareuses
tolocatewithintheResidentialOfficezonedportionoftheoverlay Further the
CommitteeagreedthattheultimategoaloftheHealthcareDistrictOverlayisto
preserveonlythe significantnotablearea andallowtheremainingpropertiesto
redevelop potentiallyintotallerbuildingssuchastheMerrittBuildingorpossible
expansionofthehospital

Committeediscussedthesurveyresultsregardingparking Eightyonepercentof
responsefoundthecurrentparkingsituationtobeproblematicinsomeway Mayor
Lewisaskedstafftoincludeanaddendumtothemeetingnotessenttoproperty
owners informingthemthatiftheneighborhoodwishestoworktogethertoreachan
overwhelmingmajorityofsupportfororagainstaparkingprogram theCitywould
liketoknow

C ProposedCodeChanges 1332UndergroundWiring
AssistantCityEngineerIngridGaubstatedthatcurrentcoderequiresallnewly
permittedresidentialandcommercialdevelopmentstoplaceprivateutilitiessuchas
powerandtelecommunicationlinesunderground Therequirementtounderground
canbeaburdenonasmallerdevelopmentwherethereissignificantfrontageor
costsinvolved IndiscussionwiththePublicWorkscommitteethereisadesireto
allowsomeexemptionsfromthisrequirementincertainsituationstoallowexisting
utilityservicestoremainoverhead Theproposedcodechangesareintendedto
allowanexemptionfromtherequirementtoundergroundandexistingoverhead
serviceforinfilldevelopmentsuchasinfillresidential residentialconversions and
smallercommercialdevelopments Committeeaskedthatthecostoftheappraisal
indicatedin1332030A2eiibebornebythepropertyownerandincludedinthe
wording
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D CodeUpdate DesignStandards
PlannerStuartWagnerreviewedthesummarymemorandum thedesignstandards
requirements andproceduresfromnearbyjurisdictions withtheCommittee The
Committeediscusseda requirements approachversusa guidelines approachthat
encouragesgoodsiteplanningandarchitecturaldesigninmultifamilyandmixeduse
developments Staffwillprepareatieredmatrixthatwillidentifydesignelements
requiredinaprojectaswellasoptionalelementsforCommitteesreview

E CodeUpdate BindingSitePlanReview
AttheApril14 2009SpecialPCDCommitteemeetingwiththePlanning
Commissioners staffwereaskedtoprepareadditionalinformationregardinga
BindingSitePlanprocess pursuanttoRCW5817035 SeniorPlannerChris
Andersenreviewedthefindingsandproposedrecommendations andansweredthe
Committeesquestions

Mr Andersenstatedthatthepurposeofabindingsiteplanapprovalistoprovidean
alternativetothestandardsubdivisionprocessforspecifictypesofdevelopment
Thebindingsiteplanprocessservesasanalternativeprocessforsegregating
industrialorcommercialpropertyforsaleorlease andortoallowforthedivisionof
multifamilyresidentialzonedlandforcondominiumpurposeswithoutthenecessityof
completingtheproceduresforplatting

FollowingthestaffpresentationanddiscussionwiththeCommittee theCommittee
askedstafftoprovideadditionalinformationregardingtheuseoftheaBindingSite
Planprocessforresidentialcondominiumsandcottagehousingandtoprovidefora
neighborhoodmeetingrequirementwhenthebindingsiteplanprocessisusedfor
multifamilyormixeduseprojectswith40ormoredwellingunits

F PrivateArt
CityAttorneyDanHeidprovidedabriefbackgroundonthepurposeofaproposed
ordinance Duetothelengthofthemeeting Mr HeidaskedCommitteetoforward
commentstohim ThismatterwillbebroughtforwardforactionattheMay11 2009
Committeemeeting

V ADJOURNMENT

TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforethePlanningandCommunity
DevelopmentCommittee ChairNormanadjournedthemeetingat700pm

APPROVEDTHIS DAYOF

NancyBackus ViceChair ReneeS Tobias PlanningSecretary
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